
Upcoming Events 

May 12   

      Spring Picture 
Day; Community wide 
PTSO meeting, 6:30pm   

17  New Parent Welcome Re-
ception, 6pm  

23  Parent Teacher Conference 
Day, no school for stu-
dents 

25-26  International Days 

30  Memorial Day Holiday, no 
school 

 

June 17   

      Last Day of school, dis-
missal at 12:15pm        

Ms. Pilette 

Students in Room 107 have been 

learning about famous American 

symbols.  We have focused on the 

Statue of Liberty (or Lady Liberty as 

many like to fondly call her), the 

Washington Monument (there are 

almost 900 steps up to the top), the 

Liberty Bell (did you know it cracked 

not once, but twice), the American 

Flag (fun fact: before there was a 

law, the stripes could be vertical), 

and the Bald Eagle (Ben Franklin 

wanted it to be a wild turkey!).  

We also learned about the Cherry 

Blossoms and how they are a be-

loved symbol of Washington, D.C. 

and springtime. The students have 

enjoyed learning about the various 

symbols and have been inspired to 

independently research about other 

symbols on their own, such as state 

symbols and symbols of other coun-

tries! For the first graders, the topic 

culminated in a group research pro-

ject about one of the symbols and an 

oral presentation. As you can see 

from the picture below, they were all 

very proud of the hard work they 

did! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 215 G St, NE                      Capitol Hill Montessori at Logan 
 Washington, DC 20002                        twitter.com/CapHillMontessori 

 capitolhillmontessorischool.org        chmldc       

 

         Monarch Minutes  
 

Classroom Updates 

I will put paper in recycling so it 
can be made into more pa-
per. (Calder) 

I will ask my dad to use old 
metal cans to make some-
thing like a toy helicopter.  
(Sasha) 

I will use two metal bean cans 
and a rope to make a tele-
phone toy.  (Riley) 

Our class is excited about planning 
more ways to become excellent cus-
todians of our Earth. 

 
 

Ms. Sherri 

The students have been eagerly look-
ing forward to spring and warmer 
weather. The kindergarten students 
have been delving into word study 
work. They have had lots of discus-
sion about antonyms, and homo-
phone and homophones. Students 
have also been working on alphabet-
izing and compound words. 

 

As a class we have begun our study 
of plants. Students are beginning to 
learn the parts of the seed, tree, 
flower and leaf. The students have 
been attempting to sprout an avo-
cado seed. So far we haven’t seen 
any evidence of this, but we are 
hopeful that we will see something 
soon. We researched and learned 
that it can take up to three months 
for an avocado seed to sprout. As a 
class we will dissect a seed and begin 
to sprout seeds as well.  

 

We recently had a lovely visit from 
Ms. Libby, a Music Together instruc-
tor.  She came and shared with our 
class a number of songs and move-
ment activities. The students were 
extremely excited by this visit. Many 
of our students have participated in 
Music Together outside of school, so 
it was fun to see the look of surprise 
on their faces when she came to the 
classroom. Thanks to Laura Zehr for 
arranging this visit for us. 

 

 

Ms. Sanchez 

Taking Care of Our Earth 

With the goal of becoming dedicated 
care-takers of our planet, we have 
been learning about what we can do 
to make our earth a cleaner, nicer 
place to live. In the words of the stu-
dents: 

Did you know Earth Day is 
about taking care of Earth?   
(Sasha) 

Environment means water, air, 
and land that we need.   
(Tayler) 

Earth Day means you save the 
plants.  You water them and 
give them sun to make them 
grow.  (Calder) 

We talked about conservation – pro-
tecting our earth and environment. 
This led us to think about what we 
can actually do.  The children 
thought of ways to Reduce, Reuse, & 
Recycle: 

We can save water by using just 
a little bit.  (Carrington) 

You can use less tape when 
you’re doing a frog craft.  
(Ryan) 

We can cut the paper smaller for 
painting.  (David) 

If you have a glue stick and it 
breaks, you can use the 
pieces.  (Calder) 

I’m not going to waste soap, pa-
per towels, or water.  (Owen) 

I’m not going to waste any tis-
sue.  (Alex) 

I’m going to write a story on pa-
per that is already used on 
one side.  (Tayler) 

I’m not going to throw any trash 
in the sea, or in a pond, or in 
water.  (Ryan) 

I am not going to smoke (when 
she’s an adult, of course) be-
cause it hurts the air.  
(Athena) 

I’m going to give Lola the 
clothes that are too small for 
me.  (Keila) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May/June 2016 

Thank You! 

A big thank you and much ap-

preciation to all of the teachers, 

assistants, and staff that serve 

our school and students. Thank 

you for all that you do to con-

tinually improve our school and 

make it a safe place for our chil-

dren to learn. Thank you! 

 



What is that Primary Montessori Material? 

It is You! 

 
Dear Families, 
 
For the past two years I have given you detailed descriptions of how some of the Primary Montessori materials are presented and used in the classroom. This time I wanted to give you 
a different view, one that may show you how all of these materials help your children in forming themselves, in understanding the world they live in, and how we have a hand in that 
process. 
                 Most sincerely, 

           
      Ms. Kaufman  
 
The Primary Montessori classroom is filled with beautiful, inviting materials that call to the 
children, but without the trained adult in the room to show the children how to use these 
materials, the opportunities for growth and development and joyful discovery are severely 
curtailed and even lost. The adult is the link between the children and the materials, be-
tween the children and the world around them.  Two of my favorite Montessori mottos 
are:  “The hand feeds the mind.” and “Help me to help myself.”  The children’s work with 
the Montessori materials gives them hands-on experiences that foster independence, con-
centration, repetition, self-perfection, and self-confidence. 
 
You are the trained adult at home and your child's first teacher, and while your child's 
classroom teacher doesn't want you to feel the need to recreate the classroom at home, 
you are encouraged to give your children enriching life experiences that give them a con-
text for all that they encounter outside of the home. In the classroom, the children are first 
given hands-on experiences with the Montessori materials and then are given the language 
related to their experiences. With the Geometric Solids, they feel the sphere, the ellipsoid, 

the ovoid, the cylinder, the cone and later are given the names of these solids. At home, you can help connect this new knowledge to objects in their 
world and show them that baseballs, basketballs, and soccer balls are spheres; footballs are ellipsoids; chicken eggs are ovoids; soup cans are cylinders; 
and that a scoop of ice cream is a sphere on top of a sugar cone, which coincidently is shaped like and called a cone. In the Geometry Cabinet they en-
counter a rectangle, the shape of most doors; an octagon, the shape of a stop sign; an equilateral triangle, the shape of a yield sign; a pentagon, the shape 
of that building in Virginia that is called of all things: The Pentagon.  
 
Every tree that blossoms isn't a cherry tree, yet some children have the impression that every flowering tree they see outside is a cherry tree because that 
is what they hear about this time of year in the DC area. There are also pear, redbud, magnolia, and dogwood trees, just to name a few, that bloom at the 
same time. And there are multiple kinds of cherry trees from the white blossoms of the Yoshino to the pale pink of the Akebono to the deeper pink of 
the Kwanzan. Show them photographs if you can't show them the real thing. Montessori teachers are always expanding their own knowledge to meet the 
interests of their students.  Wikipedia can be a wonderful resource.  
The Children's House or Casa is an extension of the home, with child-sized furniture and materials that give the children the opportunity to care for their 
environment and each other.  Everything they do is real life work, not fantasy play. They are dusting, folding, polishing, sweeping, washing, and sewing in 
the classroom. Allow them to use these talents and skills at home. Provide them with child-sized tools whenever possible, so that they can feel successful, 
not frustrated, and be independent in their work. They want to be contributing members of their family, just as they are contributing members of their 
classroom community.  
 
Parents always ask what they can do at home to support their children's learning at school, especially over the summer break, so here are some sugges-
tions: 
-Never stop reading to your children, even after they become readers themselves. It’s also good for your children to see you reading your own books for 
pleasure. 
-Consistently model saying “please”, “thank you”, “you’re welcome”, and using complete sentences.  It’s always such a pleasure to interact with someone 
who has social grace. 
-We talk at children a lot.  Let’s be sure that we talk with them as well.  One of the greatest gifts we can give children is to share the art of conversation 
with them; taking turns talking and listening, asking questions, sharing likes and dislikes, face-to-face. 
-Play the "I Spy" game with them: I spy with my little eye something that begins with /a/. Apple! I spy with my little eye something that begins with /c/.  
Cat! 
-Count past ten with them, so that they hear the teens and tens. And don't omit the all-important, but often forgotten, zero.  
-Play a number game with them: Give me one smile.  Give me two kisses.  Give me zero hugs. See if they can resist the urge to give you a hug and be 
sure to ask for any number of hugs after that.  
-Take them to the grocery store to name and show them a variety of fruits and vegetables. Let them touch and smell the produce. Consider showing 
them an uncut pineapple, since many have only seen the yellow cubes that we serve for school lunch. With the many conveniences of modern life come 
the mistaken impressions in children's minds of where much of our food 
comes from; think chicken nuggets and French fries. Many children are 
shocked to learn that a French fry started off as a potato.  
-Offer food tasting opportunities with several kinds of apples, pears, and 
citrus fruits.   
-Let them help with cooking; reading the recipe (language), measuring out 
the ingredients (math). They're much more likely to try new foods when 
they have a hand in creating the dish.   
-Let them enjoy family time together around the table with food and con-
versation. Declare it an electronics-free zone during mealtimes. 
-Let them help with chores around the house; they don't see them as 
chores, just joyful work.  
-But mostly, just let them be. Give them unscheduled time to get bored 
and then find a way to amuse and entertain themselves. Give them the 
opportunity to tap into their creative selves. Our society puts a lot of em-
phasis on the all-important 3 Rs: Reading, wRiting, and aRithmetic, but 
let's not forget to include the essential aRts as our children are forming 
their well-rounded personalities. And since we know that children learn in 
different ways, we want to give them more than one path to follow to 
gain new skills and  knowledge in the process of forming themselves. 

Spotlight on Montessori Materials 



 

PTSO News & Notes 
AUCTION SUCCESS!! 

Thank you to everyone who helped make our 
auction a success! We raised $31,329 from the 
auction in item bids and sponsorships! This will 
go a long way towards providing strong support 
for our teachers and students next year!  

 

We would like to thank our Auction 
Sponsors for their generosity! 

Fulcrum Properties Group  
The Smith Team 
National Capital 
Bank                                            
Penn Hill Group 
 

We would like to thank all of  our part-
ners who so generously donated items 
for bidding! 

Capitol Hill Arts Workshop 
The Pug on H Street 
Michael Anthony Salon 
Arena Stage 
Schneider's 
Lavender Retreat 
Barrel 
Brookland's Finest 
Bistro Bis 
Capitol Mosquito Control 
Jade Fitness 
Gabriella Boston Fit 
Master Piece Staging and Design Consult 
The Kavanagh Family 
Claster Education Services 
Kim Bursic 
Councilmember David Grosso 
Driftwood Kitchen Restaurant 
Dubliner 
Ebeneezer's Coffeehouse 
Dangerously Delicious Pies 
Black Whiskey 
Micah Salb 
Acqua al 2 
EZ8DC Running Boot Camp 
DC Council 
GB Fit Boot Camp 
Indigo 
Springboard 
Tammy's Salon 
The Abdella Family 
One Dump Pick Up 
Biker Barre 
Hotel George 
Saving Grace Pet Care 
Prince George's Swimming Pool 
Excel Pilates DC 
Sidamo Coffee & Tea 
Soleil 21 Salon Spa 
Star and Shamrock 
 

The Hoppes Family 
Steve and Kate's Camp 
Bobby Broome Aquatics 
The Big Board 
The Washington Court Hotel 
The Cochran Family 
Toki Underground 
Trusty's Full Service Bar 
Newseum Tickets 
Marriott Marquis Hotel, Washington, DC 
Music on the Hill 
Courtyard Marriott Hotel Capitol Hill/Navy Yard 
Hill's Kitchen Bar Set 
Woodward Table 
American Parkour 
District Doughnut - Donuts and Delivery 
DC United 
Capital Bikeshare 
Lavender Retreat 
Rose's Luxury 
Music Together Class 
Seeking Sitters 
Barre3 
Stone Construction 
Daily Rider 
Labyrinth 
Agua 301 
Newseum 
Indigo 
Costco 
Robie Harris 
Disney World 
Amtrak 
Relay Food 
DC Harvest  
Blue Jacket 
Birch & Barley 
Ginkgo Gardens 
DC-3, Matchbox, or Ted's Bulletin 
Medium Rare 
Lavagna Ristorante Italiano 
Atlas Performing Arts Center Performance 
Schneider's 
Sara Hammel 
Dawn Price Baby Goodie Bag 
Uni Bistro 
Sisterlocks 
Capitol Hill Frame and Photo 
DC Stitch 
New Kimpton Mason and Rook Hotel 
Prince George's Swimming Pool 
Unique Cleaning Solutions 
Toki Underground 
&Pizza 
Surroundings Flowers and Events 
Magnus Distillery 
Van Scoyoc Associates 

Thank you to our principal and our 
teachers and students from the fol-
lowing classes for their creative and 
personal donations! 

  
Mr. Eatman 
Mr. Ben 
Ms. Bennett 
Ms. Cole 
Ms. Echo 
Ms. Godsoe 
Ms. Jackie 
Ms. Kandace Couts 
Ms. Karen Couts 
Ms. Kaufman 
Ms. Kimboko 
Ms. Lowery 
Ms. Stevens 
Ms. Sanchez 
Ms. Sherri 
Student Council 
Middle School students 

 

We also want to give a big thank 
you to all of  the parents that 
helped make this auction happen – 
particularly: 

Betsy Abdella 
Sara and Greg Burns 
Lamont Clark 
Todd Cochran 
Stephanie Coleman 
Jackie Davidson 
Erin Erlenborn 
Laurie Anne Ernst 
Tiffany Lasley Hardgrave 
Erika Hoppes 
Christine Klein 
Tom Kavanugh 
Elizabeth Nash 
Frank Nickerson 
Danica Petroshius 
Marta Pilla 
Shelby Reitz 
Courtney Schwalen 
Tony Tomelden 
Katherine Weishaar 

May / June 2016  
 
Thanks for a great school year! We've earned $827 thus far this school year from the Box Tops for Education™ pro-
gram. We’re so close to our $1000 goal! Please keep bringing in your Box Tops through the end of the school year. 
Also, you can help our school by collecting Box Tops this summer. For a list of participating products, go 
to BTFE.com. Clip the Box Tops, keep them in a safe place, and turn them in next school year. 
 
Thanks for clipping Box Tops! 
 
For more information go to: http:/www.BTFE.com  

http://BTFE.com
http://www.BTFE.com


 
United States Botanic Garden 

 
    Sunday, May 8 (Mother’s Day celebrations) 
    11 am Mother’s Day Tour in the Rose Garden 
    1:30 pm - 3:30 pm Children’s Program 
    Free. All ages 
    

Is your mom breathtakingly beautiful, a real sweetheart, cuddly or--oh my goodness--ferociously thorny? Is she a city girl or does she prefer rug-
ged, windy sea coasts? Is she spicy and wild, or does she prefer sensible shoes? We have just the right rose and rose story for her. Please note: 
This tour is held outdoors and meets on the National Garden Lawn Terrace. We suggest wearing sunscreen and protective clothing, and bringing 
water. The tour is canceled if it rains or during times of extreme heat (head index of 95 degrees or higher/Code Red weather alert). 
 

https://www.usbg.gov/events/2016/02/22/tour-mothers-day-tour-rose-garden#sthash.0SLhReSo.dpuf 

 
Looking for a fun way to celebrate Mother's Day? It is never too early to start planning your vegetable garden. Bring your mother to the USBG and help 
her design and plant her very own cook's garden! Join Danielle Cook as she whips up two recipes and savor the bounty your garden will bring. Please 
note: This is a drop-in program and appropriate for all ages. 

 https://www.usbg.gov/events/2016/02/22/childrens-program-celebrate-mothers-day-usbg#sthash.nfVWsop4.dpuf 

 

National Geographic Museum 

 
    Invisible Boundaries: Exploring Yellowstone’s Great Animal Migrations 
    April 15, 2016 - September 30, 2016 
    Daily 10 am - 6 pm 
    Free. All ages 
 

The Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem lies in the path of some of the most significant wildlife migration routes on the planet. However, major chal-
lenges await migratory animals as they leave Yellowstone National Park. The long-term conservation of these animals depends on the actions of 
landowners and other stakeholders far beyond the national park’s borders. As part of the National Park Service’s centennial celebration, and in 
conjunction with the May issue of National Geographic magazine, “Invisible Boundaries” uses stunning photographs, immersive video, interac-
tive migration maps, cultural objects, and original artwork to explore the compelling story behind some of the most amazing animal migrations on 
the planet. Come examine why animals make these incredible journeys and learn about the cutting-edge conservation science that’s taking place in 
one of America’s crowning natural treasures—Yellowstone National Park. 
 

http://events.nationalgeographic.com/exhibits/2016/04/15/invisible-boundaries-dc 

 

Natural History Museum 

 
    Ongoing 
    Tuesdays 10 am - 5  pm 
    Free. All ages 
    

The Butterfly Pavilion is a brightly lit space filled with living plants and many different butterflies. The climate-controlled environment is kept at 80oF, 
and 80% humidity. Once in the Pavilion, there is nothing but air between the visitor and the butterflies.  They fly freely around the enclosure landing on 
plants and sometimes people, and they feed on fruit and nectar.  The butterflies come from a variety of butterfly farms located around the 
world.  Visitors can get very close to these beautiful creatures, watching them fly and feed.  A case of hanging chrysalids makes it possible to see crumple-
winged butterflies emerge as adults, pump fluid into their wings, and eventually fly off. 

Montessori Child @ Home 

https://www.usbg.gov/events/2016/02/22/tour-mothers-day-tour-rose-garden#sthash.0SLhReSo.dpuf
https://www.usbg.gov/events/2016/02/22/childrens-program-celebrate-mothers-day-usbg#sthash.nfVWsop4.dpuf
http://events.nationalgeographic.com/exhibits/2016/04/15/invisible-boundaries-dc

